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Eteocles and Polymices, 
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Two Sons of O xp1irvus by his 
Mother JocasTa. 


With a Brief Account of the famous 


Theban War, collected from the Beſt 
Authors. 


Neceſlary to be peruſed * thoſe who nab 


to be Spectators of the New 'T ragedy, called 
the FATAL LEG ACY, and proper to 
be bound up with the Play. 
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An ABSTRACT of the 
Lives of Eteocles and 
Polynices, &c. 
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II has been obſerved by A. 
WE] r1i/70:/e, in his Art of Poetry, 
that there never was any 
_ better adapted to the 
Stage than that of Oedipus. 
The Nature and Variety of 

the Events that conduced to the Misfor- 
tunes of that unhappy Prince, conſidering 
they were rather the Effect of Chance or 
Fate, than any real Guilt of his own, 2 
| = | 0 
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1 
ſo proper to excite Terror and Compaſ- 
ſion, the two principal Ends of Tragedy; 
that the fineſt Dramatick Writers, as well 
among the Antients as Moderns, have 
employ'd their Pens upon this Subject. 
Theſe Pieces have each been received 

with abundance of Applauſe, and ſome of 


them perhaps with more than they de- 


ſerved ; our Engliſh Oedipus particularly 
falls infinitely ſhort of the Excellency of 
the Subject and were it not more from 
the Reputation of the Authors, or the ill 
Taſte of the Town, than from any Merit 
of its own, I queſtion whether ever it 


z 


would have been ſuffer'd in the Repre- 


ſentation. . 8 
The Murder of Laius, and his ince- 


ſtuous Marriage afterwards with his Mo- 


ther, having been the chief Cauſe of all 
the Misfortunes of Qedipus, the two Sons 
that were born to him in that unhappy 
Wedlock, were 'not exempt from their 


ſhare in their Father's Sufferings and Af- 
 Aictions; the Crimes of the Parents, how- 


ever ignorantly they were committed, 
were equally puniſhed in the Children: 
and the Story of FEteoctes and Polynices, 
has furniſh'd a Subject for one of the beſt 


Poems of Antiquity. 10 eq: 


© 


Euripides, and after him Racine, have 


each writ a Tragedy upon this Story; 


from 


lively Colours before us. 


4 


from Which, 1 am informid the Atrhab 


of the Fatal Legacy, has in general bor- 
row'd his Play. Indeed nothing can be 
more affecting than the Diſſenſion between 
the two Brothers, as it appears in theſe 
great Authors; but tho the Art and Con- 
trivance of their Drama's are very much 
to be admired thro their whole Perfor- 
mances, yet the greateſt Beauties in them 
are chiefly owing to the happy Choice of 
the Subject. The Misfortunes of Oedi- 
pus mult ariſe freſh in our Minds, when 


we ſee what Diſtreſs and fatal Enmicy it 


occaſions among his Offspring; the one 
heightens the other, and it cannot but 


raiſe our Pity in an extraordinary manner, 
to behold the Children ſuffer ſo ſeverely 


for Crimes which were committed thro 
the Raſhneſs and Ignorance of the Pa- 
rears 5 $43 0] 


We muſt therefore feel a double Plea- 


ſure' in the Repreſentation of a piece. of 


this nature; we not only grieve for te- 


ocles and Polynices, who are immediately 
preſent in our ſight, but for Oedipus like- 
wiſe, inſomuch that the whole Scene of 
Miſery and Ruin muſt appear in the moſt 


There certainly cannot be a Character 


of more Diſtreſs than that of Jocaſta is 


capable of being made in this Tragedy: 


B 2 | her 


— — —— ——ñ— 
— 1 1 —— 


—_— 
her Marriage with her own Son, the Diſ- 
covery of the Inceſt, his pulling out his 
Eyes, and his violent Death thereupon, 
are Circumſtances, one would think, that 
could admit of no Aggravation. But after 
all this, to fee her involved in new Sor- 
rows and Calamities thro the deadly and 
remorſeleſs Hatred between her Sons, the 
Violence and Cruelty with which they 


carried on the War with each other, the 


villainous Deſigns of Creon to ruin them 
both, and get poſſeſſion of the Crown 
himſelf by that means; if they are work'd 
up with becoming Art and Spirit, muſt 
have an Effect upon an Audience, which 
thoſe only that feel can imagine. 
That the Spectators of this new Tra. 
gedy may be therefore acquainted with 


the Story of theſe unfortunate Brothers, 


before the Repreſentation of it upon the 
Stage; I have been at the pains of collect- 
ing the following ſhort Account of their 
Lives, the Occaſion of their fatal Diffe- 
rences, and the Misfortunes with which 
this unhappy Family of Oedipus were 


purſued, from the ſeveral Authors that 


have writ concerning them : which I have 
done with as much Brevity as poſſible, 
not omitting any thing material. How- 


ever, as a proper Introduction to this Sto. 


ry, *twill be neceſſary that che Reader 
43 8 ſhould 


n 
ſhould know ſomething of Thebes, and 
of the Founders thereof, the Place which 
gave Birth to this unhappy Family of 
Laius, and which ſuffer d ſo much thro 
the Misfortunes of Oedipus, and the Dif- 
ſenſions between his two Sons. | 
Ten Years after the building of Argos, 
which was Anno Mundi 2148. is com- 
monly placed the Foundation of Thebes, 
the Capital of Peozia. According to ſome 
Accounts, Ogyges King of the EEZeng, 
was the firſt that reign'd in Beotia, and 
built the City, and therefore tis calPd by 
many of the Poets Ogygia. Others in- 
deed ſay, that Calydnmus was the firſt 
King of this City; that from him it was 
antiently call'd Calydna, and that Ogyges 
came many Years after Calydnus; tho 
. fome affirm that he was his immediate 
Succeſſor, 5 
In the beginning of the following Cen. 
tury, the famous Ogygian Deluge fell out, 
which over -· run all Attica and Achain, 
then ſubject to Ogyges. The Accounts 
concerning this Perſon differ exceedingly, 
tho he is by ſome thought to be King of 
Thebes, there are others who think he 
was an Egyptian; and others that he was 
King of Attica, which from him was cal- 
led Ogygia. He was a very powerful 
Prince, and founded ſeveral Cities, par. 
$5 . ticularly 


1 
ticularly Eleuſis, fo call'd from the Hero 
of that Name, his Son. The time where- 

in he lived is not agreed upon by Chro- 
nologers; many of theſe make him a 
Contemporary with the Patriarch Jacob, 
about the ſixty- ſeventh Year of whoſe Age 
they ſuppoſe him to have been born, but 
others bring him down to the Age of 
Moſes. His Reign is the utmoſt Period 
that the Athenian Stories or Tradition 
ever pretended to reach. By this Deluge 
Attica was laid waſte, and almoſt unpeo- 
pled; and it was one hundred and ninety 
| Years, according to Euſebius's Account, 
there was no King, till Cecrops reſtored, 
or rather founded the Athenias King- 
dom. 3 5 
Europa, Daughter to Agenor King of 
Sidon, or, according to others, of Tyre, 
was carried by Jupiter (as the Fable goes) 
diſguiſed in the Shape of a Bull, into Crete. 
Agenor being in great Concern for the Loſs 
of his only Daughter, ſent his three Sons, 
Cadmus, Phenix, and Cilix, in queſt of 
their Siſter, ſtrictly charging them never to 
return home without her. Cadmus ſail'd 
firſt to the Iſland Calliſthe, where he left 
a Colony; and from thence to the Iſland 
| Thaſus, ſo call d from one of his Compa- 
nions of that Name, and Head of another 
Colony 


r 
Colony which he 5 there. At 
all 


opes of find ing his Siſter, at the Com- 


mand of the Oracle he founded or rebuilt 


the City of Thebes in Baotia, and laid 
a new Foundation of the Caſtle, which 
ever after retain'd the Name of 'Cadmen. 
The Hyantes and Aonres were then in poſ- 


ſeſſion of this Country: the former being 


beaten by his Forces, the Night follow- 
ing fled to Phocrs; but the Jones, ſub- 


mitting themſelves, were ſuffer'd to con- 


tinue, and incorporate themſelves with 
the Phenicians. Cadmus after this mar- 

Tying Harmonia, the Daughter of Mars 
and Ferns, the Gods are ſaid to have 


been preſent at the Wedding. The Eu- 


cheleæ, who were at war with the I- 
rians, having been commanded by the 
Oracle to chuſe Cadmus for their Gene- 
ral, he left Thebes to his Son Polydorus, 


and having vanquiſh'd the 7/yrians, had 


another Son named /[yrjus, from whence 


the People were calPd Ayriaus. Cad. 


mus and his Wife are feign'd to have been 
chang'd into Snakes by the Poets, after 


they. went into pricum, which is ſup- 


pos d to he only that they forgot Civility, 


and were turn'd barbarous. The Account 


the Sidorinns, who were his Countrymen, 


give of Cadmus, is very different from 


the 


PP ..... mt 


1 arriving in Greece, and being paſt - 


—— — 2 — rt 3 3 


(8) 


the formef. They ſay he Was but the 


King's Cook, and that he run away with 


Harmonia, a Minſtrel, who attended at 

the Court. He being a Contemporary . 
with Zoſhua, the learned Bochartus, who 
has writ abundance to explain the ridi- 
culous Fables of the Ereciaus concerning 
him, from thence believes, that he brought 
a Colony of the Canaanites into Ereece, 
who were driven out of their own Coun- 
try by the Children of 7raz/; that he 
was of the Family of the Cadmonites 


mention'd by Moſes, Gen. xv. 19. who 


were the ſame as the Hioites, and were 
calPd Cadmonim, which ſignifies Orien- 


5 zals, becauſe they dwelt upon Mount 
Hermon, the moſt Eaſtern Part of Ca- 


naan; that from this Mount his Wife 


took the Name of Harmonia, or Her- 


#ione; and that a Hioite in the Syriack 
Language ſignifying a Serpent, gave riſe 
to the Fable of him and his Wife being 
chang'd into Serpents. This Account in- 
deed ſeems more credible, becauſe The- 


bez, a City in the Land of Carnan, 


Judges ix. 50. is by Foſephus written in 
the Plural Number Thebe, from whence 
it is probable the City which he built 
ia Beotia was called by the ſame Name. 


This 


97 
This. i is the Subſtance of * Hin 
elares of. Cadmus,. the famous Founder 
f. the Theban:Race ; from whom Lains, 
"the Barber of Oediprs,. Whoſe two. Sons, 
780k es and  Polyrices, are the Subject 
of the new] Fe was deſcended. 
This LTaius, Fing of Thebes, marry'd 
Bat a the augliter of Creoz, and 
ng many Years. Without Children, 
9 145 N ende about it, it 
Was , 35 him, that he ſhould he 
Killed by. his on Son. Taius, às f66n 
as. f His Wite. was de ever =P causꝰd Holes 
to be bored in the nfant's Feet, to pre- 


vent the Accompliſhment of the Oracle, 


and order it to be hung up 155 the 
133 5 . It might be devour'd by the 
ld Bur thoſe to whom this 


89 


181 Itheron,. he Was carry'd to Corinth, 
bene A the King having caus -d 
"i Feet to be healed, that were ſwelld 
With the Pain in boring them (from 
which Tumour. he was called Oedipus) 
and having no Iſſue, brought him up as 
his own. Son. Oedipus being arriv'd qt 
Manhood, and inform'd of what had 
happened to him in his Infancy, was on 
his Journey to enquire of the Oracle at 


2 Delphi, 


at ſo barbarous a Fatt or being acci- 


a; 
4 A ; 


dentally found by others 5 the Moun- by 
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near Thebes, and deſtroy'd many Paſ- 
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annoy'd with a Monſter, called Sphinx; 
it had a Head and Face like a Girl, Wings 


Dog, or Claws like 4 Lion, She kept 
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Delphi, who were his true Parents ; 
when at the ſame time his Father Laius, 
either carry'd by natural Affection, or a- 
larm'd at ſome flying Report concerning 
him, Was going to the ſame Place, to 
learn what was become of his Son. It 
unfortunately fell out, that they met in 
Phocis, where Laius, in an imperious 
and haughty manner, bidding him give 

way, Oedipus, who was a Youth full of 
Spirit, and not able to brook ſuch Lan- 
guage, in the height of his Paſſion killed 
| his Father, being utterly ignorant who 
- he was. wh 5 


% 4 Creon, the Father of Jocaſta, ſucceed- 


ing to the Crown of Thebes, it was much 


like a Bird, in the reſt of its Body like a 


Aſengers that came that way: Apoll told 
- them, there would be no end of this Mil- 
Chief, till ſomebody had expounded her 
Riddle, which was this; What Creature 

is that, which in the Morning goes with 

* four Feet, and at Noon with two, and 
at Night with three? They that could 
not expound it, ſhe killed. Creoz there- 
fore made a Proclamation over Greece, 
that if any Man could expound the Rid- 


and ſurprizing Circumſtances, having diſ. 
covered his true Parentage, and the un- 


which he had committed, amidſt the 


the City, or, as others will have it, was 


(11) 


dle, he ſhould have his Siſter Focaſta to 3 | 


Wife. Oedipus undertook it, and faid, 
It was a Man; who, in his Infancy, went 
on all four, namely, his Hands and his 
Feet; in his middle Age, on two Legs; 


and when he is old, on three, that is, hae 


made uſe of a Staff. At which Expoſi- , 
tion Sphins was 10 grieyed, that ſhe 
threw Pf 


her Neck. Upon which, Oggdipus ob. 


tained the Kingdom of Thebes, and mar- 
ried his own Mother Jocaſta; in whoſe 
inceſtuous Embraces he begot two Sons, 


| Eteocles and Polynices, an Offspring wore 


thy ſuch Parents. He had likewiſe as 
many Daughters, Antigone and Jens; 
though, ſome fay, his Daughters were by 
Eurygenca, the Daughter of Hyperphas. 

At length, by a diſmal Train of fatal! 


* 


natural Crimes of Parricide and Inceſt 


Horror and Diſtraction of Rage and 
Guilt, he tore out his own Eyes, and left 
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expelled ; loading his Sons with Curſes 
and Reproaches for ſuffering their Father 


to be dethraned, and driven out of his | 


Kingdom, and not ſo much as to endea- 


your to aſſiſt him, From Theben be wan- 
| | GC 2 dered A 
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| * we he had pulled out his Eyes. As for Jo- 
| || vel 1 15 his Wife and Mother, ſhe hanged 
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dered, with his Antigone, to Colowns in 


Artica ; where he fled; for Sanctuary, to 

2 Grove, dedicated. to the Bm #61466, 
and being received by The ſcus, not long 
after died; though others ſay, he threw 
himſelf from the Top of a Tower, after 


her ſelf for Grief before he left hebt: 
The Throne being now vacant, by tlie 


Banifhment and Death of Hedi pls AT lis 


two Sons made an Agreement to reign by 
Turns, and each of them to take his Yeat 
of Government, and then feſign to the 


other; but, cotitrary to this Agreement, 
Er Polynices had, after a_Year's 'Go- 


vernment, reſigned the Kingdom to his 
Brother, or, according to- others, when 
Breocles had reigned tlie fifſt Lear, he 
refuſed to yield his Btotlier's Right of 
ſucceeding the following Year, -- Upon 
Which, Po/ Iyriges fled to Argos, and, by a 
very odd Accident, he eontracted a very 
near Alliance there, with Adruſtus King 
of the Place. It being N icht before Poly- 

7:3665.could reach the King's Palace, he wh 
forced to ſeek à Lodi ing in ſome of the 
ourward Buildings; Where meeting with 
Haus, the Son of Couch, who had 
been obliged to'fly his Op Country Caly- 
@onia for * they quarrelled, 
> May 14d. and 


+ (an 

and came to Blows about their Lodging. 
Adraſtus coming out to know the Occa- 
ſion of this Diſturbance, perceived in 
the Shield of Tydeus a Boar, in tfiat of 
Polynices a Lion. This made him recol- 
leck an old Oracle, which adviſed him to 
give his two Daughters in Marriage to 
A Lion and a Boar; and accordingly he 
beſtowed his Daughter Argiàa upon Poly- 
midi, and Deipyls upon Tydens, and pro- 
miſed to reſtore them both to their own 
Countries. In order to this, he raiſed an 
Army, and drew together as many as 
he could of the beſt Captains in Greece ; 
but he was particularly deſirous of en- 
gaging Amphiarus, the Son of Oricleus, 
who had married his Siſter Eriphyle, in 
the common Enterprize ; he was a great 
Soorhſayer, ad a Man of good Courage. 
After -4draſtys-had made ſeveral fruit- 
leſs Attempts upon him to gain him, Po- 
Iyrices more prudently judged, that the 
only way to ſecure the Husband, would 
be to win the Wife to their Intereſt. To 
this purpoſe he tried to bribe her to 
their Cauſe, by offering her a very rich 
Bracelet, upon condition that ſhe per- 
ſuaded her Husband to aſſiſt him. Eri- 
Phyle could not reſiſt the Charms of ſo al. 
luring a Bait; and when 4draſtus and 

Amphbiarus had put the Controverſy » 
"mY ; ens 


\ 


(74) 
this Iſſue, that they would both oblige 
themſelves, by ſolemn Oath, to ſtand to 
her final Determination; ſhe, loth to loſe. 
her Bracelet, conſented that her Huſ- 
band ſhould go to the War. 2 
_ Amphiarus, who foreſaw that none of 
the Captains would eſcape except Adraſ- 
74s, and had therefore not only refuſed 
to go himſelf, but perſuaded others to 
ſtay at home ; now tinding that Deſtiny, 
though it was foreſeen, was not always 
to be avoided, was reſolved to be re- 
venged, and ſtrictly charged his Sons, 
that when they came to full Age, they 
ſhould kill their Mother, and make war 
upon Thebes. A 

Adraſitus having aſſembled all his For- 
ces, they marched as far as the Nemeax 
Wood, where they met a Woman, with 
a Child in her Arms, whom they deſired 
to help them to ſome Water; ſhe, lay. 
ing down the Child, led the Argives to 4 
Spring : but, before ſhe returned, a Ser- 

pent had killed the Child. The Woman 
was Hyſipile, the Daughter of T hoas, 

King of the Ifland Lemnos, whom ſhe 
had ſaved, when the Women of the Iſland, 
by joint Conſent, ſlew all the Males, in- 
tending to lead an Amazonian Life. For 
this Act of Piety, the Lemmiaz Wives ſold 
her to Pyrates, of whom ſhe was bought 


— 
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8 
by Zycurgus, King of the Country about 
Nemea, whoſe young Son Opheltes, or 
Archemorus, ſhe nurſed and loſt, as has 


been ſaid before. 


Upon the Child's Death, ſhe hid her- 
ſelf for fear of her Maſter ; but Amphin- 


us told her Sons where they might find 
her. The Argives killed the Serpent, and, 
in memory of the Infant's Death, inſti- 
tuted ſolemn Funeral Games, called Ne- 
mean; in which Adraſtus won the Race 
with his ſwift Horſe Arion, Tydeus with 
Whorl-bats, Ampbhiarus at running and 
quoiting, Polynices at wreſtling, Par- 
rthenopæus at ſhooting, and one Laodo- 
cus in darting. This is the generally re- 
ceived Opinion concerning the firft Inſti- 
tution of the Nemear Games, which 
were afterwards, for many Ages, ſo fa- 
mous in Greece. But there are not want- 


ing thoſe that ſay, they were inſtituted 
by Opbeltus a. Lacedemonian; nor o- 


thers, who will have them to have been 
firſt celebrated by Hercules, when he had 
killed the Nemear Lion. 1 
From Nemea the Argives marched to 
Citheron, from whence Dydeus was ſent 
Ambaſſador to Thebes, to demand of 
Eteocles the Performance of the Compact 
made between him and Polynices. This 
Meſſage was but ill received by ZEteocles, 


who 
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who was reſolved to hold poſſeſſion of che 
Aeus perceiving, partly ambitious of ,get- 
ting himſelf Honour, and partly to make 
Tryal of. the Theban:Courage,: gave le 
veral Challenges, and obtained. the Victo- 
ry in every one of them, not without in-; 
curring the Envy and Malice of the Peo- 
ple, Who laid fifty af their choiceſt Men 
in Ambuſh, .to intercept him as he re- 
turned to the Army; of Which fifty he 
killed all except one, whoſe. Name das 
Meon, and him he ſent back to the Ciry 
As an Herald and Witness of his Valour. 
When the Argizes underſtood how Heu- 
cles ſtood reſolved, they preſented 1them- 
ſelves before; the City, and eneamped a- 
bont it. Thebes had at that time ſeven 
Gates, for which reaſon: the Argaves di- 
vided themſelves into ſexen, Badireno H- 
Araſtus, with his Trocps, advanced he- 

fore the Gate called Homoloides, Capa- 
næus before the Ogygian, Tydens beige 
Cr ens, Aunphiarus befor e Pratis 7 Hip- 
pomedon (inſtead of whom ſome name 
 Meceſtens) before Ouchais, Partheno- 
paus before Electra, and Polynices be- 
fore Hypſiſta. In the mean time, Eteo- 
cles having armed his Men, and put him- 
ſelf in a Poſture of Defence, conſulted 
61 | ſayer, 


(17) 
eee, the Event of the War, 
who aſſured him of Victory and Succeſs, 
if Meuæceus, the Son of Creon, a prin- 
cipal Man of the City, would devote him- 
ſelf to be ſacrificed in honour of Mars. 


As ſoon as Menzceus underſtood that he 
_ could purchaſe Victory ro his Country- 
men by his Blood, he voluntarily flew him- 
ſelf before the Gates of the City. Soon 
after they came toa Battel, in which the 
Aretives at firſt made the Enemy give 


ground, inſomuch that Capaneus ad- 


vanced with Ladders to the very Walls, 
and ſcaled the Rampart, from whence 
he was caſt down with Stones. He is 
feigned, by the Poets, to have been ſtruck - 
by Jupiter with a Thunderbolt, after 


which the Argives were put to flight, 


In this Battle many brave Men fell on 
both ſides, and ſo many Lives were loſt, 
that both Parties ſeemed to be ſatisfied, 

and deſired that the two Brothers might 

decide the Quarrel in ſingle Combat; in 
which the Cauſe of Empire was ſo e- 
qually fought, that they mutually fell by 
each other's Swords: their Bodies being 
afterwards burned, the Flame parted it- 


ſelf, as a Token of the deadly and re- 


morſeleſs Hate that was between them 
while they were living. . 


D However, 
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However, the Effects of their Animo- 
ſity did not ceaſe with their Deaths; 
their Antipathy was propagated to their 


Poſterity, breaking out into many cruel 


and outrageous Wars. 
After the Death of the two Brothers, 
another Battle was fought, in which the 


Sons of Aſtacus behaved themſelves with 


great Bravery ; Iſinarus, one of the Sons, 
killed Hippomedom; Parthenopeus, who 
was ſaid to have been ſo handſome that 
none could hurt him when his Face was 
bare, was killed by Amphidicus, or, ac- 
cording to Euripides, by Periclymenus 


the Son of Neptune; the valiant Tydeus 


by Menalippus, the other Son of Aſta- 
CHS but, before he died, | Amphiarus 


brought him the Head of Menalippus, 
which he cruelly tore out, and ſwallowed 
up the Brains. Upon this barbarous Fact, 
Vallas, who (as the Poets feign) had 
brought from Jupiter ſuch a Medicine as 
would have made him immortal, refuſed 


to apply it; by which probably may be 
meant his Honour, that would otherwiſe 


have been immortal, was ſo ſtained by - 
this ſingle Act of Inhumanity, which he 


ſhewed at his Death, that he ought nor 


to be remember'd without Ignominy and 


Diſgrace. The Army of the Argives be- 
ing thus defeated, Adraſtus and Amphi- 
1 1 arus 
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arus fled; Adraſtus is ſaid to have been 
ſwallowed alive by the Earth, near the 


River Tinenus, together with his Cha- 
riot and Horſes, and was loſt out of ſight, 


being perhaps either covered with the 


Carcaſes of thoſe who fell in Battle, or 
drowned in the River. Adraſtus alone, 


of the ſeven Captains, eſcaped by the 
Swiftneſs of his Horſe Arion; however, 
this Victory coſt the Thehars fo dear, 
that they themſelves were almoſt ruined, 
and Cadmea Vittoria became a Proverb, 
Adraſtus flying to Athers, ſat at the Al- 


tar of Mercy, and deſired the Aſſiſtance 


of the 4thenians to recover the dead Bo- 
dies of his Friends and Soldiers who died 


before Thebes : For Creon (the e 
His )- having taken upon him the 9-4; a 


Government, had not only publiſhed an File 
/; 
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Eteocles, be 


Edict, forbidding the A4rgives the laſt , 
Office due to human Nature, but ha 


cauſed Antigone, one of the Daughters of 
Oedi pus, to be buried alive, becauſe ſhe 


had ſought out her Brother, Polyrices's 


Body, and, like a pious Siſter, given it a 
decent Interment. The Athenians, con- 
ſidering the Juſtice of his Requeſt, ſent 


an Army, under the Command of Te- 
eus, who took Thebes, and recovered the 
Bodies. Their Funerals 


afterwards being, 
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publickly ſolemnized, Ezadze, the Wife 
| of Capaneus, threw herſelf into the Fu- 
'8 neral Pile, and was burnt with fer Huſ- 
| band. This fell out twenty-eight Years 
before the Siege of Troy. Tp -* 
The Sons of the ſeven Captains very 
highly reſented the Succeſs of this War, 
and therefore reſolved to revenge their 
Father's Death, with the Ruin and utrer 
PDeſtruction of Thebes. Having conſult- 
ed the Oracle concerning the Succeſs of 
their Enterprize, the God aſſured them of 
Victory, if they choſe 4/cmmeon, the Son 
of Amphiarus, for their General, Seves 
ral of the moſt conſiderable Perſons of 
Greece engaged in this War, and, ad- 
vancing to the City, were very warmly 
received by Laodammas, the Son of Free- 
cles, who being now arrived to Years of 
Maturity, and in poſſeſſion of the King» 
| dom, behaved himſelf very bravely. In 
the firſt Encounter Æginleus, the Son of 
Adraſtus, was killed by Laodamas, and 
he himſelf was afterwards ſlain by Ale. 
anon. After the Loſs of their King, the 
Thebans began to ſue for a Treaty, and 
in the mean time conveyed themſelves 
away by Night with their Wives and 
Children, and wandered about till ar laſt 
they built the Town called Heſtiæa. 
When the Epigoni perceived that the 
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Enemy had quitted the Town, they en- 
tered it, and demoliſhed the Walls. Some 
ſay that it was ſaved by Therſander, Po- 
 tynices's Son, who, perſuading the Citi- 
Zens to return, reigned over them many 
Years, and led the Thebans to the Trojan 
War, which followed not long after. 


Thus ended the famous Theban War, 
which was occaſioned by the fatal Diffe- 
rences between the Sons of Oedipus ; the 
Story is removed ſo far backwards in 
Antiquity, that the beſt Accounts of it 
are but ſhort and imperfe& : however, 
we have collected here the chief of what 
haas been writ on this Subject, as well by 

the antient Authors as the modern, ſo as 
to give the Spectators of this new Trage. 

dy of Ereocles and Polynices, a ſufficient 
Inſight into the Story, which was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the right under- 
ſtanding of the Play, But as *tis faid 


this Tragedy is chiefly taken from the 


Pheniſſe of Euripides (as has been ob- 
ſerved before) I thought proper, to con- 
clude this Account with the Arguments 
of each Act of that Play; not only that 


the Reader may ſee the Affinity between 


them, but likewiſe to let him into ſome 
Matters, relating to this Story, which are 
taken notice of by no other Author. 
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The Arg ument of the firſt Act. 


IOCAST 4 begins with opening 
the Deſign of the whole Play, 
*— which had its Riſe from the In- 
ceſt and Parricide of Oedipus, and the 
Curſes to which he had devoted his Sons 
Eteocles and Polynices. How Polynices 
+ | _F = me 
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being defrauded of his Share of his Fa- 


_ ther's Kingdom, led an Army of Argjnes 


againſt Thebes, that His Arms might car- 
ry that Cauſe which his Right was Mp 
n to 9 ; 
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The Argument of he $ . 


NICE being ſent for by his 
ther, during 4 Truce, enters the 


5 City and Palace of his Father; but ſuſ- 


pecting every thing, as one who was ve- 
ry, well convinced of the Perhdy of his 
Brother. The Chorus acquaints his Mo- 
ther with his Arrival; ſhe, after ſome 
Shews of maternal Fondneſs, blames her 
Son for his Marriage in a foreign Line, 
and deplores ch im eue Calamity of 
the Thebans. Polynices replies, that he 
was drove to all eſe Extremities by fa- 
tal Neceſſity ; he deſcribes very movingly 
the Miſcries of his Exile, and relates by 
what means he obtained the Daughter of 

Adraſtus in Wedlock, and excuſes this 
his Expedition againſt his Country. Ete- 
cles coming in at that time, Polynices | 
lays open his Caſe, and demands his Right. 


Brooches fiercely vows, that he will de- 
” a 
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part from nothing of the Empire, much 
leſs be compelled to it by his Menaces. 
The'pious Mother labours, in a moſt ten- 
der Speech, to compoſe the ' Diſcord of 
her Sons, but in vain ; therefore, after 
bitter Reproaches, both Sides depart. 


ADAASSASTAOLASE ASSELAL 
The Argument of the Third Act. 


T2 TEOCLES conſults with Cyeos a- 
bout the Defence of the City, and the 
future Meaſures for ſupporting the ap- 
proaching War. Creos adviſes him to do 
nothing precipitately, but take every Ad- 
vantage; in the mean time, to keep him- 
ſelf and People within the Walls. Ete- 
_ ocles haſtning, through Impatience, to the 
Battel, commends the Charge of tlie 
Palace to Cyeon, with farther Orders, to 
do whatever he ſhould judge proper. 
The Chorus deſcribes the Wretchedneſs 
of the Thebarns, and the Ills that flowed 
from the Parricide and Inceſt of Oædipus. 
Then obliquely accuſes Polyrzces, . for 
coming againſt a City of ſuch antient 
Grandeur and Renown. Tireſias being 
_ conſulted, with by Creon, concerning the 
Event of Affairs, anfwers, That the im- 
or mr E pending 


r_ 
pending Deſtruction of Thebes could not 
be averted, but by ſome great Victim; 
which when he was unwilling to explain, 
as knowing it would be very ungrateful 
Nes to Creon, being at length com- 
pelled by Creoz, he declares that his Son 
Menzceus was the Sacrifice Mars re- 
quired, in A tonement for the Serpent of that 
God which was formerly killed by Cadmus. 
Crean, more willing to ſee the Deſtruc- 
tion ef his Country, than the Death of 
his Son, thinks that ſome other Victim 
might ſuffice for him; but Menæctus un- 
derſtanding the Decree, unknown to his 
Father, prepares himſelf voluntarily to 
meet the Stroke. ani 
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Argument of the Fourth Act 
The Argument rourth Act. 
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THIS AR conſiſts of a double Nar- 
1 ration ; in the firſt of which, a Meſ- 
fenger relates to Focafta the Event of a 
Battle ſharply "fought under the Walls of 
| Thotes, between the Theb4ns andthe 
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Argizes ; the other ſhews how Polyn7- 
ces and Eteocles had at length conſented 
to a ſingle Combat; and having ex- 
changed mutual Faith, — 
5 e the 


— 
the uſual Sacrifices, had juſt then pre- 

pared themſelves for the Duel. Focaſta, 
vehemently grieved at this Relation, calls 
her Daughter Aurigone, and ruſhes along 
with her through the middle of the City, 
to prevent, if poſſible, ſo horrible an Eu · 
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The Argument of the Fifth Alt. 


F'HIS laſt Act is the moſt tragical of 
all; . for in this, Craonm deplores the 
| Lofs of his Son Menæccus: to whom a 
Meſſenger haſtning in, relates the ſingle 
Combat and mutual Deaths of Eteocles 
and Polynices; then the Interpoſition of 
Jocaſta, and her own Self-Murther, and 
the Flight and Slaughter of the Argives. 
From hence follow. the mournful Com. 
plaints of Antigone, for the Death of her 
Brothers and Mother, and her Condo- 
lance with her Father Oedipus on that 


account. Creon, whom Ereocles had de. 


creed the Succeſſor to his Kingdom, ſends 
Oedipus into Baniſhment, and gives Com- 
mand. that the Body of Polynices ſhould 
be expoſed: unburied. Anti gone argues 


very 


FM Lee neirker en 8 . he 
Oren of -threaten'd Death, nor moved: by 
the hopes'of 4 Royal Husband; but chu- 
ſes rather to be the Partner of her Fa- 
ther's Baniſhment, than the Wife of Cre: 
1 "of bis bar 3 the 3 . 
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